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© Electronic data-processing system for showing ceramic samplings. 
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© Computer image system for displaying a range 
of ceramic products, such as tiles, together with a 
picture of an example application environment, such 
as a bathroom. Electronics catalogues of ceramic 
tiles are distributed to commercial agents on mag- 
netic media. The agent's computer displays an im- 
age of an application environment chosen to resem- 
ble the customer's. The image is displayed such that 
different tiling schemes can be simulated in this 
environment. The customer's final choices may be 
printed. 
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The invention relates to a new system for 
showing ceramic samplings, by using and particu- 
lar fitting of electronic data-processing hardware 
and software, allows to properly equip commercial 
agents for their contact with customers thus obviat- 5 
ing the actual use of the goods and conventional 
advertising material such as catalogues and other. 
The system consists in putting on computer after 
having shot, by means of a television camera, 
scanner or similar devices, the image of the prod- 10 
uct to offer, as well as its fitting development by 
means of software which allows the simulation on 
the monitor and/or printer of different kind of the 
above mentioned object. 

The present presentation system foresees that 75 
the ceramic company that produces any line of 
material, such as tiles, decorations, Greek key dis- 
igns and other, supplies to their commercial agents 
with the relevant samplings on exibiting panels. 
These agents, with own means and/or of the repre- 20 
sented company, will then have to transport said 
samplings to the retailer's seat or to their own 
customers'one, to let them examine or as a support 
for possible sales. In connection with the above 
mentioned panels, the ceramic manufacturer gives 25 
to their agents catalogues, brochures with photos 
of the materials, laying schemes such as set of 
inner or outer rooms already carried out, which 
complete the advertising line. 

The invention system, in a preliminary way, 30 
foresees to insert the image of each product into a 
computer thus allowing to obtain in this way, by 
means of proper operator and of software, elec- 
tronic catalogues, fitting schemes and either inside 
or outside surrounding schemes. In particular can 35 
be made fictitious surrounding schemes and can 
be changed inside or outside photos, previously 
obtained by photographic support or from televi- 
sion camera, to examine afterwards by video, 
equipped with either vocal support, or by printer. 40 
After having carried out this first operation, the 
result will be transported on magnetic support that 
the ceramic company will put at disposal of its y v y 
commercial agents who, by means of a handle ltL * 
computer could supply the different retailers with 45 
this new advertising material. These retailers, in 
their turn, by means of further handle or fixed 
computer will present the material to their cus- 
tomers. In this way all advertising material now 
used, in particular the samplings, will be com- 50 
pletely eliminated and replaced by an easily used 
and transported product. 

In a panicular execution version of the inven- 
tion a presentation of a line of ceramic goods is 
examined within a business contact between an 55 
agent and an expert who has to choose the ce- 
ramic materials to be used in carrying out a project 
of an outer and inside project to then submit to the 



committent for approval before authorizing the 
commission. For the surrounding analysis, the 
agent will let appear on the monitor the references 
of different kinds as to the materials to allow to the 
expert a selection of the products to pass to the 
surrounding analysis. In order to elaborate on video 
a surrounding image, the same video is decom- 
posed in vertical sectors as wide as the minimum 
material image. With specific reference to the pro- 
ject to carry out, the agent will let appear on the 
video the image most corresponding to the said 
project, by choosing it from a set of available 
images. On the base of laying position established 
in advance, he will let appear the images of the 
materials selected in advance, thus allowing the 
final choice. By means of printer the agent will be 
in a position to deliver to the customer the sur- 
rounding image on a paper support or other, with 
the chosen coating types with, on the borders, the 
images of each material samples. These images in 
connection will be examined by the committent 
before ordering the materials. 

Execution form of the above procedure is illus- 
trated in a merely indicative, and therefore not 
limiting way, in the drawing of Table 1 . With refer- 
ence to this one, fig. 1 is the view of an outer 
surrounding image, from which the wall lengths 1, 
2 and 3 can be noted, which are at disposal for 
observation of the preselection samplings. Fig. 2 is 
view of the same image of fig. 1 to show on wall 
the ceramic coatings 4, 5 and 6. Fig. 3 is view of a 
bath-room where can be noted wails 7 and 8 on 
which will put the preselection ceramic samplings. 
Fig. 4 is the view of the same image of fig. 3 but 
where the coating lengths 9 and 10 can be boted. 
Figures 5 and 6 show a scheme of the supports 
taken from the printer and which define, with a 
sught checking, the conclusions of the two above 
analysis to submit to approval, or only for archives. 
Specifically fig. 5 shows the chosen outer sur- 
rounding of ceramic coatings 4, 5 and 6 each 
sample of which are given sidewise. The printed 
square of fig. 6 on the contrary shows the sur- 
rounding chosen inside for lengths of the ceramic 
coatings 7 and 8, samplings of which are given on 
the border. 

The system can be carried out in different 
ways, with possible aid and integration with other 
means and proper devices in connection with the 
use requirements. 

Claims 

1. Electronic data-processing system for showing 
ceramic samplings, characterized by the fact 
that the images of the ceramic product, its 
features and fitting development taken by 
means of television camera, with hardware and 



EP 0 468 126 A1 



software, are introduced into a computer allow- 
ing the simulation on monitor and/or printer of 
what concerns both the observation and char- 
acter aspect of the product and its surrounding 
requirements. This enables to prepare elec- 5 
tronic catalogues, with schemes for layouts 
and reference inside and outside surrounding 
examples according to the specific customer's 
requirements which can then be examined in 
video, also with audio support if required, or io - 
with printer. All that will be brought on a mag- 
netic support which the agent, by means of a 
computer, will use when exibiting and in the 
market negotiations. For the material choice, 
the system foresees to form images and sur- 75 
roundings to obtain by -combining a layout 
^ image, which remains on the square, whereas 

on some surface parts ordered in advance, the 
coating image will appear in succession of 
coating to be carried out with the materials in 20 
examination. In order to obtain all that, the 
exposition square will be decomposed into ver- 
tical bands as long as those of minimum for- 
mation of the surface lengths ordered in ad- 
vance for exhibiting the coatings. The analysis 25 
can be carried out by preselecting the materi- 
als and then by choosing one or more refer- 
ence laying images according to the use re- 
quirements. On the laying image, referred to 
his interest square, the customer will then be 30 
able to choose by observing the different ma- 
terials fitted in the surroundings which will ap- 
pear on the monitor. 

2. Electronic data-processing system for showing 35 
ceramic samplings, as per claim 1). character- 
ized by the fact that the agent by means of a 
printer will be able to give to the customer a 
paper with one or more surrounding images, 
chosen on the monitor, during the observa- 40 
tions, which show the ordered coating type in 
position and in overimpression for one or more 
types of relevant samplings. This enables to 
obtain an analysis sample to acquire for docu- 
mentation and particularly interesting to be 45 
definitely approved. 
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